How 0 Witness

to refresh your memory about what you've learned, There are also

some additional helpful analogies and points to remember when
witnessing. You may even want to extend this study to discuss the
content of this section.

] his section summarizes much of the information from this course,

STARTING A WITNESSING ENCOUNTER

To get your feet wet in witnessing, an easy first step is learning to be
friendly and talk with people. This may seem obvious, but make
habit of talking to your neighbors and coworkers regularly. Then
practice being friendly with people at the park, at the gas station, or
at the grocery store. Perhaps you already have an outgoing and
friendly personality—that’s great! If you tend to be a shy, introverted
person, try to open up a little and start greeting people. A simple “Hi,
how are you?” isn’t difficult. Or say, “Nice day, isn’t it? My name is s0
and so...” With a bit of practice, anyone can learn to be friendly.
Most people respond warmly to warmth,

To share our faith effectively, we must let people know that we are
not “weirdos” or religious fanatics. We must show them that we care,
and we start by being friendly. A good friend (who is admittedly quite
shy) mentioned that he and a buddy went to the park on a Saturday
afternoon, just to practice being friendly to strangers. They had a
great time, and had so much fun that they couldn’t wait to get out the
following weekend to take the next step.

After you have gained a measure of confidence in speaking to
strangers, you can swing to the subject of spiritual things.

It’s not wise to walk up to people and immediately assault them
with talk about Jesus. They’ll most likely think you're strange. Instead,
start in the natural realm (everyday things) and then swing to the
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spiritual realm. That’s what Jesus did (see John chapter 4). He began
talking with the woman at the well about natural things, then He
swung to the spiritual. You may want to talk about sports or the
weather, and then perhaps use something in the news to transition to
the subject of spiritual things.

Alternatively, you can simply ask if the person knows of a good
church in the area. Or you can use a gospel tract. It doesn’t matter
how you do it, as long as you do it. Start in the natural realm so the
person doesn’t think you're a religious nut, and then make the transi-

tion any way you want. That will lead you directly into the conversa-
tion about God.

WDJD: THE FOUR STEPPINGSTONES

By following the WDJD outline from the Quick Reference Card, you
can confidently lead any witnessing encounter. You will be in control
of every conversation you have about your faith. Imagine—you will
know exactly where you are in a conversation and you will know
exactly where it is going. You don’t have to study Greek or understand
archaeology; you just have to follow the four “steppingstones” to
reach your goal. You can say goodbye to your fears.

There is no doubt that the first point is the most difficult to ask.
Once you've brought up the subject of spiritual things, it becomes
much easier. Here are the four steppingstones in the WDJD acronym.

W: Would you consider yourself to be a
good person?

You will be surprised to find that people are not offended by this
question. If they say “No” (highly unlikely), ask them what they
mean. Remember, you are asking people about their favorite subject
—themselves. Most likely you'll find that they are kidding or that
they’ve done something in their life that they feel badly about.
Otherwise, expect individuals to respond, “I'm a pretty good per-
son” or “I'm a really good person.” This reveals their pride and their
self-righteousness. At this point you are ready to use the Law (the Ten

Commandments) to humble them... the way Jesus did. Now move to
the next steppingstone.
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D: Do you think you have kept the

Ten Commandments?

Some will say yes, others will say no. Regardless, you simply continue
by saying, “Let’s take a look at a few and see. Have you ever told a lie?”
Some will admit to lying; others will say they have told only “white
lies”; a few will claim they have never lied even once. Gently press the
issue: “Do you mean to say that you have never told anyone a lie to
deceive them? Even once?” Usually they will say something like,
“Maybe when I was a kid.” Ask, “What does that make you?” They
will hesitate to say, but get them to admit, “A liar.”

People do not get angry with this approach; instead, they become
sober. They may declare, “I don’t believe in the Bible.” Simply con-
tinue on your course. If they argue about the Bible, say, “I know you
don’t believe it. I am simply sharing with you what the Bible says.
Okay? Let’s keep going.”

Continue going through the Commandments. You may want to
ask about stealing next, then the Seventh Commandment, then the
Third. Here is an example of how to go through each one:

#9 We covered “lying” above.

#8 “Have you ever stolen anything?” Many will claim that they
haven’t. “Have you ever taken anything that did not belong to
you, regardless of its value—anything? Even when you were
younger? Be honest before God.” Some will try to trivialize theft
by saying that they stole when they were a child. Ask, “What does
that make you?” and press them to say, “A thief.”

#7 “Have you ever committed adultery?” Again, most will say no.
Add, “Jesus said, ‘Whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has
already committed adultery with her in his heart” Have you ever
looked at someone with lust?”

#3 “Have you ever taken the Lord’s name in vain?” Some will try to
wiggle out of this, but just press a little: “You mean you have
never used God’s name casually, or to express anger?” Most will
admit to this one. Then gently explain, “So instead of using a
four-letter filth word to express disgust, you have taken the name
of the One who gave you life and everything that is precious to
you, and you have dragged it through the mud. People don’t even
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#6

#1

#2

#5

use Saddam Hussein’s name to curse, and you have used
Almighty God’s name? That is called ‘blasphemy, and God
promises that He will not hold anyone guiltless who takes His
name in vain.”

Note: You should be noticing something at this point. The indi-
vidual will either grow quiet (his “mouth may be stopped” by the
Law, Roman 3:19) or will be getting agitated. If the person seems
to recognize his guilt, you may want to say at this point, “By your
own admission, you'’re a lying thief, a blasphemer, and an adul-
terer at heart, and we’ve only looked at four of the Ten Com-
mandments.” If he is still trying to defend himself (“I’'m not a
bad person”), go through a few more Commandments.

“Have you ever murdered anyone?” Obviously, most will say that
they haven’t. Point out, “Jesus said that if you merely call your
brother a fool, you are in danger of judgment, and the Bible says
if you’ve ever hated anyone, you are a murderer in God’s eyes.
God does not simply judge actions, He knows the intentions of
the heart.”

“Have you always put God first in your life?” Most will admit
that they haven’t. “God says that He is supposed to be the pri-
mary love of our life. In fact, Jesus said that our love for God
should be so great that our love for our parents, kids, friends,
even our own lives should seem like hatred by comparison.”

“Have you ever made an idol, a god to suit yourself?” People will
usually say that they haven’t. “Have you pursued money more
than God? Then you have made money an idol. Have you given
work more attention than God? Then work is an idol. If you
think, ‘God is loving and wouldn’t send me to hell, you are cor-
rect; your god wouldn’t send anyone to hell, because your god
doesn’t exist. He is a figment of your imagination, You've created
a god in your own mind that you're more comfortable with, and
that is called ‘idolatry. It’s the oldest sin in the Book and God
warns us that idolaters will not inherit the Kingdom of God.”

“Have you always honored your parents, treating them in a way
that is pleasing to God?” o=
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#10 “Have you ever coveted, or jealously desired something that did
not belong to you? Covetousness reveals a lack of gratitude for
what God has already given you.”

#4 “Have you kept the Sabbath holy? God requires one day out of
seven for you to rest and acknowledge Him, and you have failed
to give Him what He has demanded. How many times have you
neglected to bow your head before your meal and thank Him for
the food He has provided? How many thousands of times do you
think you've just greedily dug in without thanking your Provider?”

J—Judgment: If God judges you by the Ten Command-
ments on the Day of Judgment, will you be innocent or
quilty?

If the individual has not yet begun to show signs of conviction, he will
more than likely start now. Most people will sense where you are going
with the conversation and say, “Innocent.” But they must understand
and confess their guilt if they are ever to come to Jesus (see Proverbs
28:13). The following will help them do that. Use this as a guide in
directing the conversation and dealing with common responses. Again,
this is not a script for what to say; feel free to use your own words.

‘-t#(w L-"' -

Them: “I'm a pretty good person.”

You: “You just told me that you broke God’s Commandments, the
Moral Law. By your own admission, you’re a lying thief, an adul-
terer at heart, a murderer, and a blasphemer. Think about it. Will
you be innocent or guilty?”

Them: “But I haven’t done those things for a long time.”

You: “Imagine saying that in a court of law. ‘Judge, I know I am guilty
but it has been years.” He won’t ignore your crime. He will see
that justice is served and will punish you no matter how much
time has elapsed. The courts punish war criminals from decades
ago, and God doesn’t forget sin no matter how long ago a person
did it. Do you think you will be innocent or guilty?”

Them: “But I have done more good than bad.”

You: “Again, think of a court of law. If you have broken the law, you
are guilty. It doesn’t matter how many good deeds you've done
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when you are being tried for your crime. You have broken God'’s
Law. Will you be innocent or guilty?”

Them: “But that’s man’s law. God is different.”

You: “You're right. God can never be bribed. And His standards are R
much higher than a human judge’s. He loves justice and has \
promised that He will punish not only murderers and rapists, but
also liars, thieves, adulterers, and blasphemers. You are in big
trouble, aren’t you?”

Often, people become awakened (aware of their sin), but not
alarmed. In other words, they understand they have broken God’s
Law, but it seems that they just don’t care. Your goal is to see them
alarmed, because they should be—they are in great danger. This line
of reasoning can help:

Let’s imagine that a computer chip has been placed behind
your ear, and it records everything that runs through your mind
for a whole week: every secret thought, every deed, and every
word that comes out of your mouth. Then all of your friends and
family are called together and all of your thoughts are displayed
on a big screen for them to see. How would that make you feel?
Embarrassed? Ashamed? That is just what will happen on the
day when God requires you to give an account for everything
you've said and done for your whole life. All of your secret
thoughts will be laid before Him. You are in big trouble.

It's wonderful to get a confession of guilt, but if the person simply
won’t be honest and admit his guilt, at some point you may have to
help him. Say, “If you would just be honest, you know you will be
guilty before God. Besides, that is what the Bible says and if you claim
to be innocent, you are calling God a liar.”

D—Destiny: Will you go to heaven or hell?

Gently ask, “Do you think you will go to heaven or hell?” People won’t
be offended because you are simply asking a question, rather than
telling them where they’re going. Some will say, “Hell;” but most will

say, “Heaven.” If they think they are going to heaven, you can use this
analogy:
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Consider this. You are standing in a court of law, guilty of a
serious crime. There is a $100,000 fine. The judge says, “You are
guilty. Anything to say before I pass sentence?” You answer, “Yes,
Judge. I’'m sorry for what I have done. Please forgive me.” Can a
good judge let you go simply because you say that you are sorry,
or that you won’t do it again? Of course not. There is a $100,000
fine that must be paid. However, if someone pays the fine for
you, can the judge then let you go? Yes; once the fine has been
paid, your debt to the law has been satisfied and the judge can
set you free.

In the same way, each of us is guilty before God, and He will
not let us go simply because we say that we’re sorry or that we
won’t do it again. Of course, we should be sorry, and we shouldn’t
do it again. However, the fine for our crime must still be paid.

If the person responds by saying that this is man’s justice, and
that God’s ways are different, agree with him. Say that God’s justice is
far harsher than man’s justice, and that His standards are infinitely
higher.

Don’t be afraid to tell people that if they die in their sins, the
Bible makes it clear that they will go to hell. Ask, “Does that concern
you?”

If they say that it doesn’t concern them, or if you sense they are
not humbled and don’t recognize their need of God’s forgiveness, it’s
very helpful to describe what hell is like until they show signs of con-
cern. According to the Bible, hell is a place of eternal, conscious tor-
ment, where “the worm dies not, and the fire is not quenched”; there
is “weeping and gnashing of teeth,” “everlasting punishment,” “shame
and everlasting contempt,” and “eternal fire. . . the blackness of dark-
ness for ever.” Tell them that you don’t want them to go to hell, and
God doesn’t want them to go to hell. Plead with them. If they do not
seem concerned, it may be that they are just hiding it.

Don't feel pressured to give the Good News to a proud, self-
righteous (rebellious, cussing, arrogant) sinner who is not willing to
admit his guilt before God. Remember, Jesus didn’t give the gospel to
the rich, young ruler, because he needed the Law to humble him first.
You will have to watch and listen carefully because humility is not
always obvious.
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If the person admits that it does concern him, only at that point
should you go to the gospel. If you are able to detect humility (the
person is no longer justifying and defending himself), or his responses
indicate that he has been humbled, you now have the glorious pleasure
of sharing the Good News.

SHARING THE GOSPEL

The Good News

Here’s a good way to begin sharing the gospel: “God provided a way
for you to be forgiven. The question is, how do you access this for-
giveness?” Take the time to explain this thoroughly: “God loves you so
much that He sent His only Son to suffer and die in your place, tak-
ing your punishment for you so that you could live. It’s this simple:
you broke the Law and Jesus paid your fine. Then Jesus rose from the
dead and defeated death. If you will repent—turn away from sin—
and place your trust in Jesus Christ alone as your Savior, God will
forgive you and grant you everlasting life. He will change you from
the inside out, and make you a new person in Christ.”

This is the time to magnify the love of God to the sinner. Now you
have the green light—go for it! Don’t hold back: show the amazing
length, width, depth, and height of God’s love for the person as a sin-
ner. This is when you pull out John 3:16. God offers complete for-
giveness of sin and the gift of everlasting life freely to those who will
surrender everything to Him through faith in Jesus Christ.

Ask the individual if he understands what you have told him. If
he is willing to confess and turn from his sins and trust the Savior for
his eternal salvation, encourage him to pray and ask God to forgive him.

The Prayer

Should we pray the traditional sinner’s prayer with someone who we
think is willing to turn from sin and trust in Christ? Perhaps this will
shed some light on the subject: If someone you know committed
adultery, would you lead him back to his wife and say, “Repeat after
me: ‘[ am really sorry. I should not have slept with that woman’”?
More than likely you wouldn’t. If someone says he wants to pray right
then and there, encourage him to do so. You might like to say, “You
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